Welcome to the 4th scientific meeting of ENS@T – a closed and focussed workshop of ~40 delegates that will address the latest research progress from within the European Network for the study of adrenal tumours.

The meeting will take place in Birmingham on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th October 2004. A tentative programme and delegate list is enclosed. Please ensure that this is circulated to junior members of your team for whom we do not have e-mail addresses and confirm your attendance and participation by Friday 24th September (e-mail to meeting secretariat – Carol Kenny on c.a.kenny@bham.ac.uk).

Thanks to an Educational grant from the Ipsen Fund, support from the University of Birmingham and ENS@T, the meeting will be held at the Astor Suite on the 3rd floor of the Staff House within the main campus of the University. The University is just 3 miles south of the centre of Birmingham and is 12 miles from Birmingham International airport.

Each junior delegate will receive free registration to the meeting, one night’s accommodation at Lucas House (a 10 minute walk from the Astor Suite), an invite to the conference dinner held at the Bank restaurant in Birmingham’s Brindley Street district on the Friday night and assistance with travel costs (150 euros for overseas delegates, 50 euros for UK delegates).

Steering group members and ENS@T working members who will be involved in business meetings during the conference will receive free registration and invite to the dinner but should submit travel and accommodation claims to Xavier Bertagna after the meeting as these costs will be paid for by ENS@T. Rooms at Lucas House cost £58.50 for bed and breakfast and all are en-suite.

A highlight of the meeting will be the guest lecture from Professor William Rainey from UT Southwestern Medical Centre in Dallas.

We look forward to seeing you in Birmingham – safe travels!

Paul M Stewart

Wiebke Arlt

Carol Kenny

4th Scientific Meeting of the European Network for the Study of Adrenal Tumours (ENS@T)

Friday 8 - Saturday 9 October 2004, Birmingham, UK

Preliminary Programme

Friday 8 October 2004

11.00h-13.00h
Business meeting 1 (ENS@T Steering Committee only) 

· review of feedback and outline protocols of the ENS@T consensus working groups PHEO and ACC

13.00-14.00h
Buffet Lunch

14.00-15.45h
Session I:
Molecular basis of phaeochromocytomas
Jochen Mundschenk, Magdeburg, Germany


Somatostatin receptor subtypes in human phaeochromocytoma: subcellular expression pattern and functional relevance for octreotide scintigraphy

Carsten Boltze, Magdeburg, Germany



TERT as marker for malignancy in phaeochromocytomas

Martin Fassnacht, Würzburg, Germany





Does AKT play an essential role in the pathogenesis of phaeochromocytomas?

Lisa Simi, Florence, Italy






Founder SDHD mutation (Q109X) in four families affected by neural crest-derived tumours

Francesca Schiavi, Padua, Italy
and Laurence Amar, Paris, France





Germline mutations in phaeochromocytomas and paragangliomas
Caroline D.E. Margetts, Birmingham, UK

Epigenetic analysis of HIC1, CASP8, FLIP, TSP1, DcR1, DcR2, DR4, DR5, KvDMR1, H19 and preferential  11p15.5 maternal allele loss in VHL and sporadic phaeochromocytomas
L Strompf, Paris, France

The HIF-pathway and new candidate genes for paraganglioma and/or pheochromocytoma. 
15.45-16.15h
Tea

16.15-17.00h
Lecture “Regulation and dysregulation of aldosterone secretion”



William E. Rainey

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center Dallas, USA

17.00h-18.00h
Business meeting 2 (ENS@T Steering Committee only) 

· feedback/outline protocols of the ENS@T PAL WG
19.30-23.00h
Conference dinner

BANK Restaurant, Brindley Place, Birmingham


(Bus transfer from Lucas House, leaving at 7 p.m.)
Saturday 9 October 2004
08.30h-9.30h
Business meeting 3 (ENS@T Steering Committee only) 

· review of feedback and outline protocols of the ENS@T INC/CUSH working group

09.30-11.15h
Session II: Pathogenesis of adrenocortical tumours
Antoine Martinez, Clermont-Ferrand, France





Animal model of adrenocortical tumorigenesis

Andrew B. Bicknell, Reading, UK

Activation of adrenal MAPK pathways by N-POMC peptides
Holger Willenberg, Düsseldorf, Germany




Adrenal gland, adipose tissue and tumorigenesis.

 
Lionel Groussin, Paris, France


Illegitimate membrane receptor expression in ACTH-independent macronodular adrenal hyperplasia
T Mazzuco, Paris, France
Transfer of the GIP-receptor gene in adrenocortical cells induces a benign tumoral phenotype after transplantation in mice.

GP Rossi (or junior fellow), Padua, Italy






Telomerase gene expression in aldosterone-producing adenoma and carcinoma

Eleanor Davies or John Connell, Glasgow, UK

Title TBA

11.15-11.30h
Coffee

11.30-13.00h Session III: 

Diagnostic and therapeutic approaches to adrenocortical tumours
Caroline Schirpenbach, München, Germany

Confirmatory testing in normokalaemic primary aldosteronism: the value of saline infusion test and urinary aldosterone metabolites

Sophie Leboulleux, Villejuif, France
18 FDG-PET in the work-up of adrenaocortical carcinomas

Stefanie Hahner, Würzburg, Germany



Evidence for intraadrenal feedback regulation of steroidogenesis - lessons from adrenostatic compounds intended for use in adrenal imaging

G. Assié, Villejuif, France




Prognostic factors in metastatic adrenocortical carcinoma
Pietro Ferruzzi, Florence, Italy



Effects of PPARgamma agonists on adrenal cancer cell growth and invasiveness

Felix Beuschlein, Freiburg, Germany






PPARgamma agonists - a new treatment option for adrenocortical carcinoma?
13.00-14.00h
Buffet Lunch and End of meeting 
